from the omission of any notice of it in most standard works upon the ear, it has escaped the observation of many who devote special attention to the diseases of that organ.
In Wilde's work the following notice is taken of it, and it is to him, I believe, that the credit is due of having first observed, or at all events of having first described it. " There is a form of deafness with which I have been long familiar, which may be the result of some form of inflammation. In such cases, upon bringing the external membrane of the drum into view, we do not observe any general thickening or opacity of it, or any apparent alteration of its texture; but a crescent-shaped opacity about a line broad and three lines long, with a tolerably defined edge, and rather rough upon its surface, occupies the lower and usually the back portion of the membrane. It is generally more insensible than the rest of the membrane, and differs from the ordinary opacity in the surrounding structure being apparently free from disease, in its almost invariable seat, its well-defined edge, and in its having a portion of unaffected membrane between it and the bony attachment of the membrana tympani. The tendency of this deposit in the drum to assume the crescentic shape in the cases observed, is a very curious circumstance; but it has its analogue in the skin where certain kinds of erup-tion have a tendency to appear in a circular form. It is useless, however, to speculate upon the laws which govern the arrangement of these morbid deposits, as it is needless to expect that these shall ever be made known to us.
When the opacity in the drum makes its appearance, the deposit does not usually commence in the centre of the crescent, but the two horns are deposited first (see Fig. 9 A and B 
